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Maintaining a registry of vacant houses in Des Moines is just one of several proposals being considered as part
of the Capital Crossroads initiative to improve neighborhood health.

Though some vacant and boarded-up properties are on the city's official nuisance list, abandoned houses that
do not pose a safety or health hazard are generally left off of the list, said Phil Delafield, the city's community
development director. This leaves the city with no legal recourse, such as demolition, to deal with the problem.

The Capital Crossroads initiative has brought together leaders in government, business and the nonprofit world
to create a strategic plan for the Des Moines area. The initiative has focused on a variety of different issues,

from improving neighborhoods to using Des Moines' cultural attractions to help the city grow.
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Vacant properties, even if they are boarded up, can still provide a haven for break-ins and crime, said Joann Muldoon, president of the King-Irving
Neighborhood Association. She lives near two vacant, boarded-up properties.

She'd like to see vacant properties "fixed-up and lived in," Muldoon said.

"People break into the houses when they're boarded up. I know they have on the two down the street from me," she said.

Creating a registry for vacant properties would also help the city communicate with owners when maintenance is needed, such as fixing broken windows
or doors, said Amber Lynch, a planner with the city's neighborhood development division.

While not ideal, vacant properties that stay boarded up, have their lawns mowed and stay in clean condition do not affect neighborhoods and property
values as drastically as nuisance properties do, Delafield said.

Developing a registry of vacant properties would give the city a firmer handle on the number of such properties, but like any new program would have to
be weighed against other priorities, he said.

"That takes money to operate a program like that," Delafield said.
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WORST NUISANCE PROPERTIES IN DES MOINES
Thirteen Des Moines properties in mid-May were deemed "very, very high" on the city's list of nuisance properties. The designation indicates city officials consider the properties to be
among the worst of the worst of those on the list. The structures are either houses, garages or both. The following pictures from the Polk County assessor's website show the houses in
1999 and more recently.

City of Des Moines and Polk County assessor's website
Interactive by Katie Kunert/The Register
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