
 

CENTRAL IOWA CODE CONSORTIUM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES  

Johnston City Hall, 6221 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston, Iowa 

August 21, 2015 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Lund called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. 

 

2. ROLL CALL  

 

Bernholtz, Christensen, Junker, Klein, Lund, Pardekooper, Rash, Robinson, Sanders, Schemmel, 

Whitsell (by phone) 

 

3. AGENDA APPROVAL  

 

Moved by Robinson, Seconded by Christensen to approve the agenda; ayes - unanimous 

 

4. APPROVE MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

 

Moved by Robinson, seconded by Schemmel to approve the minutes from July 23, 2015 Executive 

Committee meeting.; Ayes- unanimous 

 

5. AGENDA  

A. Report from Code Committee Liaisons  

 

 Building and Existing Building Code Committee - Christensen reported the 

committee is working through the significant changes. They wondered when the 

proposed code changes would be available. With a September 30th on-line deadline, 

the proposed changes should be available in early October.  

 Joint Fire and Building Code Committee - Robinson reported there were no issues 

with the committee at this time. 

 Fire Code Committee - Whitsell - no report 

 Residential Code Committee - Pardekooper reported the committee is working on the 

significant changes 

 Electrical and Energy Code Committee - Bernholtz reported that some of the 

industry members thought we were going to review the ordinances from the 

communities. There was a question about homeowners taking the test to become a 

licensed electrician so they can work on their own homes. It was determined that this 

is an administrative function and the committees are not looking at the administrative 

portion of the codes. 

 Mechanical, Fuel Gas and Plumbing Code Committee - Sanders reported that there 

was significant discussion regarding the IPC vs. UPC specifically in light of 

requirements included in the state code (to be discussed later on the agenda). He 

reported that many of the non-government representatives are not familiar with the 



government approval process that needs to followed. The committee began 

discussing the significant changes in the mechanical code. 

 Pool, Spa and Property Maintenance Code Committee - Klein - nothing to report 

 

It was reiterated that the role of the liaisons are to make sure procedures are being followed. They are 

to refrain from code discussion. Until September 30th, any suggested code changes should go 

through the on-line amendment submittal form. After September 30th an amendment can be 

presented to a committee member. In order for an amendment to be voted on, it needs to be included 

on a meeting agenda. 

  

B. Plumbing Code Discussion 

 

Sanders reported that the Mechanical, Fuel Gas and Plumbing Code Committee expressed concern 

about spending their time reviewing the International Plumbing Code (IPC) when the state has 

adopted the Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC) and is mandating certain cities adopt the UPC beginning 

December 31, 2016. 

 

It was noted that 10 of 15 metro communities involved in the CICC have adopted the IPC and 

references the UPC as an acceptable alternate. 

 

a. Review Email from State Attorney General’s office 

 

An assistant attorney for the city of Des Moines indicated that home rule would normally apply for a 

city to adopt whichever plumbing code they choose, but in this case because state code is specific 

regarding the use of the UPC, the state code must be followed. There was also communication with 

Matt Oetker with the state attorney general's office. He indicated that the state code is fairly straight 

forward regarding the adoption of the UPC. He advised if any city that questions how this affects 

them, they should consult their attorney. It was noted the state did not adopt the administration 

sections of the UPC. 

 

It was asked if there was a document that compares the UPC to the IPC. The committee was 

represented with a comparison that was based on the 2012 code. 

 

It was noted that state training, licensing and testing requirements follow the UPC. 

 

It was moved by Christensen and seconded by PardeKooper for the Mechanical, Fuel Gas and 

Plumbing Code Committee to review the 2015 International Mechanical Code (IMC). The committee 

should review the 2015 UPC (Uniform Plumbing Code). During the review the committee should 

identify other code sections that are under review by CICC committees and make recommendations 

for correlating these provisions. After the UPC review is completed, the executive committee would 

like the Mechanical, Fuel Gas and Plumbing Code Committee to identify the IPC sections that are in 

conflict the State of Iowa plumbing code and the UPC and recommend amendments to the IPC to 

correlate the conflicting provisions; ayes - unanimous 

 

The committee was supportive of the Mechanical, Fuel Gas and Plumbing Code Committee 

reviewing the mechanical codes before the plumbing codes. 

 

C. Discuss Additions to Meeting Agenda Format 



 

A recommendation was made to amend the forms for the agendas and meeting minutes to add an 

item #4 that would allow for public comment at the meetings. This is a time for the public to address 

the committee on an item not on the agenda. The chair may need to establish a time limit for 

comments depending on the number of people that want to speak about an issue. 

 

Moved by Whitsell, seconded by Robinson to add a public comment section to the committee agenda 

and minutes forms; ayes - unanimous 

  

D. Discuss Procedure for 2015 Significant Changes (individual votes vs. blanket approval)  

 

If the changes are discussed at one meeting and they are going to be placed on an agenda for the 

following meeting for consideration, there is no need to make a motion at the meeting in which they 

are discussed. 

 

If the committee is in concurrence for a significant change or amendment there is no need for a roll 

call vote. If there is disagreement and there is a split vote., it is necessary to record the vote of each 

committee member. 

 

Each proposed change should be directed through the code submittal process. 

 

6. OTHER BUSINESS  

 

It was moved by Robinson and seconded by Schemmel to not make appointments to the Pool, Spa 

and Property Maintenance Code Committee until more applications are received. 

 

7. UPCOMING MEETINGS  

 

None scheduled 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT  

 

Moved by Robinson, seconded by Christensen to adjourn at 11:20 am; ayes - unanimous 

 
 


