
 
CENTRAL IOWA CODE CONSORTIUM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

Johnston City Hall, 6221 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston, Iowa 

November 20, 2015 

 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER  

 Vice-chair Schemmel called the meeting to order at 10:11 a.m. 

 

2. ROLL CALL  

 

 Members present: Bernholtz, Christensen, Junker, Klein, PardeKooper, 

 Rash, Sanders, Schemmel, Whitsell 

 

 Also present - Patrick Phelan, Des Moines Fire Department 

 

3. AGENDA APPROVAL 

 

 Moved by Christensen, seconded by Whitsell to approve the agenda; ayes - unanimous  

 

4. APPROVE MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

 

 Moved by Junker, seconded by Whitsell to approve the October 2, 2015 Executive 

 Committee minutes; ayes - unanimous 

 

5. AGENDA  

 

A. Report from Code Committee Liaisons  

 

 Building and Existing Building Code Committee (Christensen) - The committee is 

going through proposals. Storm shelters got tabled as they want to get the school 

districts involved. A key issue is when building improvements are made, should 

there be an effort to address safety during storms? There was also discussion 

regarding how much of the shelter expense FEMA would fund.  

 

They tabled the day care discussion as they want to get more stakeholders involved 

 

 Joint Fire and Building Code Committee (Robinson)  - Phelan reported they are 

getting into Chapter 10 which may have more contentious issues. They are reaching 

out to amendment  proposers in an effort to create more dialog at the committee 

meetings. They are wanting to get more feedback from the architects point of view 

and are reaching out to have David Hill talk the committee. Many of the proposals 

and code amendments are similar in the westerns suburbs, but they are a big change 

for Des Moines. 

 



 Fire Code Committee (Whitsell) - The committee is meeting every two weeks. They 

have spent time discussing the definition of a building. They have had a lot of 

discussion and are not rubber stamping issues but are having great dialog. They are 

proposing wording changes and phrasing in an effort not to hurt development. There 

have been a number of changes suggested from the West Des Moines code to include 

in Chapter 9. There is a great level of subject matter knowledge represented by the 

committee members. 

 

 Residential Code Committee (Pardekooper) - It was reported that they had few code 

proposals (9-10). The committee had a productive two-hour discussion at their last 

meeting. There were no proposals submitted regarding sprinklers. When residential 

sprinklers are discussed, it may take a meeting devoted only to that issue. 

 

  It was noted that the executive committee and public may still submit code proposals  

  through a committee member. 

 

 Electrical and Energy Code Committee (Bernholtz) - The committee received no 

code proposals. Mike Minnick from the Mechanical Code Committee attended a 

meeting to discuss issues relevant to the two codes. 

 

It was discussed the committee may want to consider adopting what the state code as 

a minimum. State licensing is not a part of the committee review. 

 

 Mechanical, Fuel Gas and Plumbing Code Committee (Sanders) - The committee is 

meeting every two weeks and is currently focusing on the mechanical code. They are 

having great dialog (between industry and government) but progress is slow. They 

have not begun reviewing the plumbing code. 

 

The committee wanted to make sure they are supposed to provide their proposed 

code change modification on the existing code proposal form. 

 

 Pool, Spa and Property Maintenance Code Committee (Klein) - nothing to report 

 

B. Discussion: How much liberty does a committee have to modify a code proposal?  

 

 A committee has the authority to accept, reject or rewrite proposals to create the final 

 recommendation. If a committee is changing the intent of a proposal, they should table it and 

 put it on the next agenda for consideration. The proposer should be made aware of the 

 meeting. Since the meetings are publically posted a committee can take action at the meeting 

 in which the issue is on the agenda even if there are significant changes. 

 

C. Discussion: Method for an author of a proposal to amend or withdraw their proposal?  

 

 Now that the date for submitting proposals has passed, proposed amendments or withdrawals 

 should go through a committee member, the same as a new proposal. An email request to 

 remove a proposal from consideration should go through a committee member and be noted 



 in the meeting minutes. There was discussion whether a form would be helpful. The 

 committee felt the current code proposal form is adequate. 

 

D. Discussion: How to handle code correlation issues?  

 

 It was noted that if there are proposals where there may need to be a joint effort or meeting it 

 should be communicated through the committee liaisons. The Executive Committee will 

 choose which committee should review the proposals. A committee that would like for 

 another code committee to review an issue may do so by making a motion and directing it 

 for a review. 

 

E. Discussion: Can a supplemental document be created that includes all code references to the 

International Mechanical Code from other code books?  

 

 For the contractors if they need to have various code books to  refer to this is a cost of doing 

 business. The committee recommended that this task can be taken on by the code committee 

 after the 2015 code review process has been concluded. 

 

F. Discussion: Final product from each committee?  

 

 a. Timeline  

  Moved by Christensen, seconded by PardeKooper that the code committee review  

  process should be completed by March 1, 2016; ayes - unanimous 

 

  The entire family of codes will be taken to the city councils for consideration at the  

  same time. 

 

 b. Format  

   

  There was discussion regarding if there is a specific format that the codes should be  

  in when they are submitted by the committees. A book with the changes similar to the 

  Southern Nevada book should be created.  

 

G. Discussion: Open meeting review of committee proposals  

 

 a. Public comment time  

 

  As code sections are to be reviewed by the committees, the agenda should include the 

  proposal number, code reference number and a brief description of the issue. That  

  way the public knows what and when it will be discussed. 

 

  The opportunity for public comment is a part of each committee agenda. It is up to  

  the committee chair to determine how much time they should allow for public  

  comment. 

 

6. OTHER BUSINESS  

 



 The committee discussed how to continue to engage the business community and other 

 interested parties in the code review process. The committee agendas should clue interested 

 parties in on when issues will be discussed by the committee, especially if the agenda  

 includes the code proposal number, code reference number and a description of the issue.  

 

 The committee discussed reaching out to the Des Moines Business Record, Build Des 

 Moines and the Iowa League if Cities to see if they would do follow-up/update articles. It 

 was also discussed it would be appropriate to provide an update to all of the city councils for 

 the participating cities. Sanders is going draft an update that could be used. 

 

7. UPCOMING MEETINGS  

 

 Next Executive Committee meeting date is 1/21/16. Possible agenda items: 

a) Update on encouraging the public to participate in the code review process - they 

need to know there are 60 more days to comment/participate at the committee level. 

b) Updates from the committees regarding progress toward the March 1st deadline. 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT  

 

 Moved by Whitsell, seconded by Junker to adjourn; ayes - unanimous 

 

 


