
CENTRAL IOWA CODE CONSORTIUM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

Johnston City Hall, 6221 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston, Iowa 

January 21, 2016 

 

  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

  

 Chair Lund called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m. 

 

2. ROLL CALL  

 

 Members present: Bernholtz, Christensen, Junker, Lund, PardeKooper, 

 Rash, Robinson, Sanders, Schemmel, 

 

3. AGENDA APPROVAL 

 

 Moved by Bernholtz, seconded by Schemmel to approve the agenda; ayes - unanimous  

 

4. APPROVE MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

 

 Moved by Christensen, seconded by Rash to approve the November  20, 2015 Executive 

 Committee minutes; ayes - unanimous 

 

5. AGENDA  

 

A. Report from Code Committee Liaisons 

 

 Building and Existing Building Code Committee (Christensen) - The committee 

reviewed the final amendments at their last meeting. They need documents to include 

in the code day cares and safe rooms at schools. They had good discussion and 

participation at the meeting regarding day cares with representatives from the DHS, 

schools, fire departments and code departments. 

 

 Joint Fire and Building Code Committee (Robinson)  - The speed in which they are 

progressing through the code has increased. There are some philosophical differences 

among the committee members which has lead to good discussion. 

 

 Fire Code Committee (Whitsell) - Lund reported they have scheduled some longer 

meetings (8:00 - 11:30) to get through the code. They are starting to work on their 

final documents. Lund reviewed the draft fire code proposal. 

 

 Residential Code Committee (Pardekooper) - They have completed their review. 

There were a few changes they did not get on an agenda so they are going to revisit 

them. Creighton Cox is going to submit a few more proposals to be considered. 

Proposals can be submitted on-line, but a committee member must request to have it 



placed on the agenda. Sprinkler thresholds and floor joists are issues they intend have 

further discussion. 

 

  Junker brought up an issue regarding the energy code impact on a residential   

  building. The IRC does not discuss furnace rooms in their code. There is an issue  

  regarding the requirements if there is not a direct vent which requires separation from 

  the rest of the house with a fire wall. The energy code has some expensive provisions  

  regarding gas fired appliances. The energy code is not meant to apply to single-family 

  structures.   

 

 Electrical and Energy Code Committee (Bernholtz) - Bernholtz indicated he would 

put the issue of the energy code for single-family structures on the committee agenda 

to get new proposals. The committee is wanting to support commissioning or ratings. 

They were wondering what authority or jurisdiction they have if an individual 

community wants to choose. Home rule still applies to the community. 

 

It was discussed that the Executive Committee could make a recommendation to the 

state code based on the committee review. Each city would make the decision 

whether they want to stay with the state mandated 2012 code or adopt the 2015 code. 

 

The state of Iowa has to have 90% compliance of the Department of Energy 

requirements in 2017. 

 

Motion by Christensen, seconded by PardeKooper to direct the committee to provide 

a review of the 2015 energy code with amendments. ayes - unanimous 

 

 Mechanical, Fuel Gas and Plumbing Code Committee (Sanders) - The committee 

continues to meet every other week and has completed the review of mechanical 

code and they are beginning to review the plumbing code. 

 

Committee member Mike Minnick has resigned. 

 

 Pool, Spa and Property Maintenance Code Committee (Klein) - nothing to report 

 

B. Discussion: Replacement for Sean Devlin on the Joint IBC/IFC Code Committee. 

  

 i. Acceptance of resignation letter  

 ii. Review of Applications  

 iii. Selection of New Code Committee Representative  

 

 None of the current applicants meet the criteria as a plans examiner. Brian Bishop was with 

 the State Fire Marshall's Office and has been attending the committee meetings 

 

 Moved by Robinson, seconded by Bernholtz to appoint Brian Bishop to the IBC/IFC Code 

 Committee; ayes unanimous. 

 



 The committee noted that with the resignation of Mike Minnick from the Mechanical, 

 Plumbing and Fuel Gas Committee there is an opening for a mechanical inspector. 

  

C. Discussion: Should the Residential code (IRC) delete the sections that are in the base code of the 

UPC, IMC, NFPA 54 and 58? 

  

 i. Leaving them in the IRC would make it redundant since they are also in the base code of 

 the UPC, IMC, NFPA 54 and 58. There are concerns there may be language in the IRC that 

 may contradict those codes. 

 

 The IRC is intended to be used as a stand-alone code. The concern is the state mandate for 

 plumbing, mechanical and electrical codes may be different than the code adopted by local 

 jurisdictions. An example of a conflict is a mechanical room for a townhome. If you enforce 

 the IMC, it increases code requirements. 

 

 The family of codes are designed to work together. The state has adopted codes that are not 

 designed for single family. Through the UPC, the state excludes single and two family 

 construction. 

 

  Moved by Schemmel , seconded by Junker to instruct the IRC Committee to review all 

 portions of the 2015 IRC as published with the intent to have it as a stand-alone code book; 

 ayes - unanimous. 

 

 The liaisons to the trade committees (MEP) are to instruct committee members to examine 

 residential provisions and if they can choose to participate in the IRC discussion. They must 

 contact an IRC committee member if they want to propose amendments. 

 

D. Discussion: Final product from each committee  

 i. Timeline – review deadlines  

 ii. Format – discuss attached example from the IFC Committee  

 

 IFC - 2015 IFC with amendments 

 IBC - 2-15 IBC & IEBC with amendments 

 IRC - 2015 IRC 

 Mechanical/Plumbing/Fuel gas - 2015 IMC; 2015 UPC (potential IPC?); NFPA 54/58 or  

  IFGC 

 Electrical/Energy - 2014 NEC; 2015 IECC 

  

E. Discussion: Open meeting review of committee proposals  

 i. Timeline creation - Editing, posting, public comment time, final review, publishing  

 Process: 

 Final product from committee presentation to the Executive Committee 

 30-day post on line 

 Three public meetings and final approval. 

 

6. OTHER BUSINESS  

 

 None 



 

7. UPCOMING MEETINGS  

 

 Next Executive Committee meeting date is 2/1/16. 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT  

 

 Moved by Robinson, seconded by Bernholtz to adjourn; ayes - unanimous 

 

 


