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A new survey seeks to determine the level of civic engagement of central Iowa residents. 

Local business and community leaders will use the information to guide planning of how to maintain and 

improve that participation. 

“The goal of the survey is really to build a baseline to say, ‘What do the certain segments of people like 

about central Iowa? What would they like to see more of?’ ” Scott Johnson of Wells Fargo said 

Wednesday during a quarterly meeting of Capital Crossroads committee leaders. 

That information also can be used to promote the area to those looking to move here, said Scott 

Johnson, co-chairman of the Capital Crossroads Human Capital Committee. 

Capital Crossroads is a five-year road map for Des Moines and central Iowa. 

“We want to be the place where young graduates want to start their career and grow their career,” 

Johnson said. “Our belief is analyzing the responses will help us put the right initiatives in place to 

continue to have central Iowa achieve the best-in-class rankings that we’ve enjoyed.” 

The 68-question survey asks respondents to rate their participation in civic activities, volunteer efforts 

and local entertainment opportunities, as well as their overall feelings of safety and satisfaction in 

central Iowa and the quality of their workplaces. 

It also asks for demographic information, including where respondents live, how old they are and what 

level of education they have attained. 

The survey, which Johnson said took about six months to create, is being sponsored by the Greater Des 

Moines Partnership, Character Counts in Iowa and the Institute for Excellence & Ethics. 

The survey, which takes about 15 minutes to complete, is open to everyone who lives or works in 

central Iowa, Partnership spokeswoman Susan Ramsey said. About 300 people had taken it by 

Wednesday morning. 

Also Wednesday, Johnson announced plans for CarpeDM, an online portal Des Moines residents and 

others weighing a move to the capital can use to find information on everything from area biking events 

to how to find a mentor in your chosen career field. 

It will feature information and testimonials from local organizations and residents alike, Ramsey said. 

“It helps to hear that information from a peer, because it allows them to see themselves in the 

community,” she said. “They could also have that same experience.” 

The site most likely will be launched later this summer and then promoted nationally once people add 

more information. 


