
Strategies to Improve Neighborhoods Discussed  

A neighborhood improvement plan brought forward earlier this fall as part of the Capital Crossroads 

vision plan identified five initiatives to address in order to improve the city's neighborhoods: address 

blighted properties, improve the housing stock, revitalize commercial areas, upgrade infrastructure and 

improve the marketing of Des Moines. 

 

The plan comes with an estimated overall cost of $110 million over five years. This will be a part of the 

city's upcoming budget discussion. 

 

Candidates for Des Moines City Council seats were asked by The Des Moines Register to discuss how 

they would prioritize these concerns. The responses of candidates for at-large seats, which represent 

the entire city, follow. 

 

Chris Diebel 

The Capital Crossroads report addresses a number of key issues for future growth in Des Moines. It also 

piggybacks on the recent TRIP report that stated approximately 38 percent of our roads are in poor 

condition, making Des Moines' roadways 12th worst in the nation. 

 

If I were to prioritize their suggestions, I would place upgrading infrastructure at the top of the list. By 

aggressively improving this category, we not only make ourselves more marketable to outsiders, we 

better serve our existing residents. 

 

Next, we should focus on improving housing stock to ensure Des Moines' long-term growth and vitality. 

We must make it easier for home builders and residents to build and improve their properties. 

Currently, Des Moines has a reputation for being difficult to work with. As a result, we are seeing home 

builders ignore growth opportunities in Des Moines and head to the suburbs, where they feel more 

welcome. We must strike a balance between ensuring quality and promoting growth. 

 

Skip Moore 

 

I have been a member of the Capital Crossroads Neighborhood Improvement Committee since the 

inception. I was part of the group that prioritized the initiatives. This was all part of negotiations and I 

am fine with the document. 

 

However, if I reprioritized any aspect of this document, I would like to have seen the tactic, "Bring all 

neighborhood areas to minimum infrastructure standards" - which is under the priority of "upgrade 

infrastructure" - to a much higher level. 

 

Margaret Trowe 

 



As a council member I will give a voice to those without jobs, those who don't earn enough to live on 

and want unions, those doubled up in cramped quarters because they can't make the rent otherwise. 

 

A successful fight for unions, a massive jobs program, and a big increase of the minimum wage will give 

workers in Des Moines higher incomes, and most important, confidence to act in our own class interests 

to demand the attention of city government to our needs. 

 


