
 
 

 
 
 
 

Physical Capital Meeting  
November 19, 2014 

MidAmerican Energy  
10:30 am 

 
 

 
Attendees:  
 
Angela Connolly, Dave Caris, Peter Cownie, Michael Sadler, Jeff May, Susan 
Judkins, Elizabeth Presutti, Katie Hernandez, Kevin Foley, Tiffany Tauscheck , Mike 
Kulik, Todd Ashby, Ruth Randleman, Jon Davis, Franny Medeiros, Joseph Jones, 
Bethany Wilcoxon  
 

1. Welcome –  Angela Connolly and Dave Caris 
 

2. Review of Strategic Adjustment – Joseph Jones  
 
The Implementation Assessment and Strategic Adjustment have been 
completed and provide us with an updated roadmap for moving the Physical 
Capital forward. We have seen much progress on many fronts thanks to 
collaboration, but we still have much work to do.  
 

a. DART Technology Improvements – Elizabeth Presutti 
 

DART has launched its online trip planner. In September, they added a 
real time component. Next up is SMS texting that will allow people to 
text the bus stop number they are at to find out when the next bus will 
be arriving. This will launch in the next three to six months and will be 
coordinated on a route by route basis. DART is working on a mobile 
app that will be available on Windows, Droid, and Apple also.  
 



 
 

DART is working through the federal process in regard to Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT). This is a $25 million project that requires an 80/20 
match; they currently are working to secure the final $2.5 million in 
local funding. This is needed to enter into the federal process.  

 
b. Airport Terminal Site Study Plan – Kevin Foley 

 
The terminal site plan work continues. The $420 million figure is the 
cost to do all the improvements at the airport, not just the terminal; the 
terminal itself is a cost of approximately $312 million. The airport 
currently is looking at other funding opportunities to support this work.  
 
A 2008 study found the airport had a $522 million economic impact on 
the region. An update to this study is being prepared and will be ready 
in February 2015.  
 
The airport continues to conduct meetings with local leaders to move 
the terminal work forward. These are very preliminary discussions, but 
the leaders have been generally supportive. There has been a 
recognition that the airport is running out of room, and this will only be 
expedited by growing ridership. 
 

c. Stormwater and Flood Control – Susan Judkins 
 

This subcommittee has combined its work with that of the Natural 
Capital subcommittee focused on air, water, and soil. 
 
A large focus has been on creating Watershed Management 
Authorities (WMAs). There are several in place, including Fourmile and 
Walnut Creek, which received $125,000 in funding from the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources. The Walnut Creek WMA leadership 
is involved in both the Physical and Natural Capitals. The group 
currently is receiving responses to an RFP to develop a watershed 
management plan. Once complete, this plan will enable all Walnut 
Creek WMA participants to seek other funding streams. There needs 
to be a more full discussion about staffing of WMAs moving forward. 
 
The Army Corps of Engineers has a leadership role in the Interagency 
Coordination Team. They currently are working in eastern Iowa but 
have shown interest in Central Iowa.  



 
 

 
The Central Iowa Regional Drinking Water Commission is looking at 
how the region can work together to put a Central Iowa drinking water 
authority together. This report should be done during the first quarter 
of 2015, and will look at legal and financial issues. 

 
d. Gigabit Internet Connectivity – Bethany Wilcoxon  

 
Next Century Cities “supports community leaders across the country 
as they seek to ensure that all have access to fast, affordable, and 
reliable internet.” The idea behind Next Century Cities is to build a 
larger coalition and look at best practices nationwide.  
 
Joining Next Century Cities could be one means of moving the 
communications work related to Capital Crossroads forward. The team 
is in preliminary discussions with Next Century Cities at this point. 

  
3. Prioritization  

 
In addition to prioritizing 2015 activities, the team needs to ensure all 
appropriate groups are at the discussion table.  
 
Other topics discussed include hazard mitigation funding through Polk 
County EMS, the work of the Greater Des Moines Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, and the transit roundtable.  

 
 
 


