
 
 

 
 
 
 

Natural Capital Meeting  
January 6, 2015 

Riley Resource Group 
11:30 am 

 
 

 
Attendees:  
 
Bob Riley, Fred Hubbell, Jed Gammell, Larry James, Mark Ackelson, Meg Fitz, 
Bethany Wilcoxon  
 

1. Vision and Mission  
 
The team discussed the vision and mission to pursue an environmentally 
sustainable community. All agreed this is on point and noted the top 
accomplishment in 2015 would be securing funding for Natural Resources & 
Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund.  
 

2. Priorities  
 

a. Land Use, Zoning, and Climate  
 

The Urban Land Institute Iowa District Council is looking to expand in 
2015. The group will be targeting more developers to get engaged and 
also has a tentative plan for 2015 that includes numerous events. Part 
of ULI Iowa’s mission is about looking at The Tomorrow Plan and 
making it reality from a developer’s perspective.  
 
The ULI Iowa priorities for 2015 are: 
 

 Enacting National Association of City Transportation Officials 
(NACTO) standards: Enacting  these standards would make it 



 
 

easier to design streets for public transportation, pedestrians, 
and cyclists;   

 Walkability, especially in downtown Des Moines: The history of 
Des Moines has been to move people in and out of downtown 
as quickly as possible. By focusing on walkability, downtown 
can achieve more of a neighborhood feel; and, 

 River access: There is lots of opportunity for continued river 
development and connecting residents to waterways. Areas in 
northeastern Iowa can be looked to as examples. 

 
b. Marketing and Education 

 
The Environmental Educators Strategic Plan is 95 percent done. The 
marketing piece is a subcomponent of all the Natural Capital focus 
areas. A priority for this group is the marketing of the greenways and 
parks and recreation network.  
 

c. Air/Water/Soil  
 

Several Watershed Management Authorities (WMAs) already exist, so 
we now need to look at what the next priorities should be. Des Moines 
Parks & Recreation is developing a plan for Fourmile Greenbelt.  
 

d. Outdoor Recreation and Trails  
 

The top priority for this group is securing funding for the Natural 
Resources & Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund. Beyond this, top 
priorities for the group include: 
 

 The greenways system, including easements and/or purchases 
and connectivity in terms of both trails and land mass; and,  

 Development of Water Works Park.  
 
The group could explore creative funding sources for parks and green 
spaces, including allowing Self-Support Municipal Improvement 
Districts (SSMIDs) to allow neighborhoods to enhance parks and river 
access, as mentioned above. An Adopt-A-Park or sister park program 
could be part of this effort to minimize inequalities. ULI research can 
be leveraged to see what other cities have done.  
 



 
 

 
3. Actions Needed  

 
The 2015 priorities for the Natural Capital are: 
 

 Securing funding for the Natural Resources & Outdoor Recreation 
Trust Fund;   

 Enacting NACTO standards; 

 Enhancing walkability in downtown Des Moines; 

 Improving river access; 

 Finalizing the Environmental Educators Strategic Plan;  

 Market and connect the greenways system; 

 Develop more WMAs; and, 

 Research SSMIDS. 
 
This work will be accomplished by continuing to work across the 
subcommittees and with other Capitals as appropriate.  

 
 
 


