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CENTRAL IOWA CODE CONSORTIUM 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Johnston City Hall, August 16th, 2016  

  

1. CALL TO ORDER  

 

Vice Chair Schemmel called the meeting to order at 4:34 pm. 

 

2. ROLL CALL  

 

Members present:  Bernholtz, Christensen, Junker, Pardekooper, Robinson, Sanders, Schemmel,  

   Whitsell 

 

3. AGENDA APPROVAL  

 

Moved by Whitsell, seconded by Robinson to approve the agenda; ayes - unanimous 

 

4. APPROVE MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

Moved by Christensen, seconded by Whitsell to approve the minutes to the August 1, 2016 meeting; 

ayes - unanimous  

 

5. AGENDA  

 

A. Discussion: final review of timeline  

i. Publish final versions of amended codes for adoption by communities by 8-19-16 

 

Sanders noted that the final version of the amended codes should go to the City Managers in the next 

couple of weeks. 

   

ii. proposed timeline for all codes: city adoption processes 9/1/16 thru 11/1/16, all codes effective 

1/1/17 

  

B. Discussion: IRC and the applicability of the state mandate codes 

 

Brian Rogers, representing IAPMO, requested that the Executive Committee adopt the state 

mandated Mechanical, Plumbing and Fuel Gas Codes as they relate to the Residential Code. 

 

It was noted that the Residential Code Committee contemplated Mr. Rogers request when they 

reviewed the residential codes and they chose to recommend the adoption of the International 

Residential Code. It was suggested that to respect the code review process the Executive Committee 

should adopt the recommendation of the Residential Code Committee. 

 

Some of the committee members reported that under home rule cities could adopt whichever code 

they want as long as it is not less restrictive than state code. It was noted that the International 

Residential Code was intended to be a standalone code. The code adopted by the state does not 

include Chapter 1 which addresses the  permitting authority of the local community. 
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Moved by Pardekooper to approve the Residential Code Committees recommendation. 

 

It was suggested that the committee could recommend two options, enabling staff for each 

community to determine which option to take to their City Council/Board.  

One option is to adopt the International Residential Code (IRC) in its entirety, recognizing that it is 

intended to be a standalone code.   

The second option is to adopt all portions of the IRC except the plumbing and fuel gas Chapters to 

avoid conflicting provisions between the IRC and the state adopted plumbing and fuel gas codes. 

 

This allows communities that delete the plumbing and fuel gas chapters of the IRC to continue their 

practice, and if a community has no codes in place they can follow the recommendation of the CICC 

Residential Committee. 

 

Moved by Pardekooper, seconded by Junker to accept the recommendations of the Residential Code 

Committee keeping the Mechanical, Plumbing and Fuel Gas codes as provided in the International 

Residential Code and allowing communities the option to delete the plumbing and fuel gas chapters 

from this code; ayes - unanimous. 

 

Pardekooper left the meeting. 

        

C. Discussion: IRC Floor Protection 100% loading requirement 

 

James Smith representing the American Wood Council provided a letter to the committee that he 

wanted to be a part of the public record. They would like consistency in how International Code 

Council (ICC) standards are applied. 

 

Christensen noted it is the goal to increase the level of testing and ASTM E119 provides the language 

and methods for the design standard. He stated to strike the entire Residential Code Committee 

recommendations goes against what we are trying to accomplish. 

 

Moved by Christensen, seconded by Whitsell to adopt the recommendation of the Residential Code 

Committee. 

 

 Ayes: Bernholtz, Christensen, Robinson, Sanders, Schemmel, Whitsell 

 Nays: Junker 

   

D. Discussion: Training for Communities on new code provisions 

 

The intention is to obtain more consistency into how codes are interpreted and enforced by building 

inspectors. It will also give them the opportunity to learn from each other. Training could also 

include manufacturers and suppliers. It was pointed out that Gilcrest/Jewett Lumber Company has 

assisted in this type of training. The adopted code amendments can be presented to building officials 

using a presentation similar to what the committee chairs provided to the Executive Committee. It 

could possibly happen at lunch and learns with building inspectors. 
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Bernholtz was asked to prepare a draft training program for city staff that can be reviewed by the 

Executive Committee.  

  

E. Public Comment on the following codes (all posted on-line at CICC website):  

i. Residential Code 

 

Moved by Sanders, seconded by Robinson to adopt the recommendations of the Residential Code 

Committee with the changes noted in the previous action taken at this meeting (items 5B & 5C) ; 

ayes - unanimous.   

 

F. Discussion: Executive Committee Communication to Governance Capital Chairs about in-home 

daycare provisions  

 

Sanders reported that this issue will need to be addressed involving stakeholders including building 

officials, zoning officials and the Iowa Department of Human Services. The committee agreed that a 

process similar to the code consortium would be helpful in moving the discussion forward. 

 

The Executive Committee would like direction from a higher authority (i.e. Metro Advisory Council 

or Capital Crossroads Governance Committee) to determine if this is a high priority for the region.    

 

6. OTHER BUSINESS  

 

7. UPCOMING MEETINGS  

 

8. ADJOURNMENT  

 


